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ABSTRACT
This research examined how Thai undergraduates acquired English marked and unmarked
fricatives in their interlanguage. It also determined what sounds the learners replaced some
fricatives and how variable they were. Based on the Markedness Differential Hypothesis (MDH),
unmarked fricatives are /s/ and /f/, and marked ones are /f/, /v/, /z/, /08/, /8/, and /3/. The former
are considered unmarked because they are available in Thai, whereas the latter are not. The
participants included three groups (n» = 15 per group): high, intermediate, and low proficiency
students who were studied through three types of tasks: word list, sentence list, and oral
interview. The word and sentence lists required the learners to produce the target fricatives in a
formal situation, while the oral interview in a natural context. The results demonstrated that
marked fricatives /v/, /z/, /8/, /d/, and /3/ were difficult for the participants. Only the advanced
informants could acquire unmarked /s/ and /f/ as well as marked /f/ both initially and finally. In
terms of order of acquisition, the learners produced /s/, /f/, and /[/ before marked /v/, /z/, 18/, 18/,
and /3/ sounds. They also appeared to produce various substitutions for some problematic
sounds. The findings clearly indicated that first language (L1) transfer was not the only
contributing factor in accounting for the students’ acquisition process. Therefore, in order to help
the learners master the English sounds, teachers or educators may use learning strategies

integrated with communicative activities in listening and speaking classes.



